136            CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

Previous to our Interference in the distri-
bution of Justice, it was administered under
the native Governments with great irregu-
larity, but with very considerable vigour,
and in a most summary manner. " .Rapid
u executions, (says Mr STEWART, in his iie-
a port from Benares), impressing the ima-
" gination with terror, and connecting (he
" ideas of crime and punishment, complet-
cc ed a sytem well adapted to overawe men's
a minds, and to maintain the public tran-
u quillity." The zemindars and aumik
were armed with very sufficient power for
the apprehension of criminals ; these were
assisted by all the zemindaree servants, by
the officers employed in the collection of
the saycr or impost, duties, (who, from their
being stationed at the different $'ww$*cy or
depots of grain, the bazars, and the //K//AS*
or periodical fairs, whither a variety of
people resorted, possessed ample means of
Information), and by establishments of
guards and village watchmen, acting under
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